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Angie Letchford


Your name, age and original home village, town or city (i.e. the place where you grew up): 
Answer: Angie Letchford. Born/grew up in Morecambe

The church in Blackburn Diocese where you are serving: 
Answer: St Thomas’ Church, Lancaster

Tell us about your family: 
Answer: I am married to Adam who is a Professor in Optimization at the University of Lancaster. We have been married for nearly 29 years.
Younger brother, John (Electrician) Older brother Graham (Finance manager) is a Reader and his wife a Vicar in Carlisle diocese. Mum, Dad and sister sadly have died.

If applicable, your former job before entering ministry?:	
Answer: As an self-supporting ministry (SSM) Curate, I will be continuing with educating teenagers on the margins of society – in care or excluded from mainstream education. I also run an Equine Assisted Psychotherapy Centre where I offer both integrative counselling and equine assisted psychotherapy, equine education and equine assisted learning or self- reflection through interacting with the horses. Before doing this, I taught maths and science for 19 years in secondary schools in Lancashire.

What led you to take the steps towards ordination?: 
Answer: Obedience to God and love for God and for His church; God’s calling and a multitude of signs and promptings directly and indirectly from people

What’s been the best thing about your training?: 
Answer: Relationships formed with fellow Ordinands which have continued on as an excellent support into curacy. Learning and growing together as a community.

Can you say what is the most important thing you have learned during your training?
Answer: That I do not have all of the answers and never will but God’s love is certain. Increased ability to adapt and trust God in new situations. Also a reminder that God is still on His throne even in a pandemic.

Reflecting on the difficult past year, please share a few thoughts about how the pandemic has impacted on ministry at this time (you could reflect how people have adapted to the circumstances in different ways as part of this response) … 
Answer: Ministry has been as busy as ever but has looked different. Prayer ministry on zoom. Coffee times on zoom. Ran a ‘Hope in Depression’ Course on zoom. Church meetings and services on zoom. Learnt to use the main tools zoom has to offer in order to move church online! Learnt how to record sermons and prayers on my phone and lead a livestreamed service with precision timing. Many others have adapted remarkably.

Meanwhile, what are some of your personal reflections on ministry in the post-pandemic period that lies ahead; the challenges and the opportunities? 
Answer: Opportunities to meet with people excites me. Running around from place to place will take up time in an already hectic schedule and so travel time will need to be factored in. Looking forward to being able to sing in church in the future.

Tell us something people don’t know about you that might surprise them?: 
Answer: I have run four marathons and raised a few thousand pounds for charities. The quickest was Manchester marathon in 3:49:31

What do you view as your most significant personal achievement, before or during training? 
Answer: Setting up the Equine Assisted Psychotherapy Centre which included fighting a battle with planners, with God’s heart for the broken driving me.

Your favourite literary quote (it can be from the Bible or elsewhere) and, briefly, why?:
Answer: ‘The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom from the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners.’ (Isaiah 61:1 NIV).
Later on in this passage, a number of ‘insteads’ are mentioned. God is a God of transformation and He is able to turn people’s situations around in the power of His Holy Spirit and with the right guidance and help. In my work as a psychotherapist, I have had the privilege of seeing many people’s situations totally transformed and the same has been true in my own life when God has met me in difficult circumstances and brought His ‘insteads’ into situations.

How do you hope to continue to support the Diocesan Vision 2026 at a parish level?
Answer: Encourage new leaders and inspire people to pray.

How would you express your own vision for the church?: 
Answer: God loves His church and so do I. My vision is that God will empower His people to share His love from the Heart of our City and out into the nations of the world.

Finally, when you get the chance, how do you relax?: 
Answer: Run in races, long walks, ride horses, eat Indian and Chinese food, watch Downton Abbey.
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